CHILDHOOD  AND  EDUCATION

philosophy of the Middle Age, under whose shel-
ter or whose tyranny man so long found repose,
had crumbled, but the ruins still stood and were
threatening. The first period of the Renaissance
in France was passing" into the second, when the
high hopes of dawning* science and of a return to
naturo were sobered or touched with a sense of
disillusion, when the enthusiasms of classical cul-
ture had somewhat stiffened and hardened into
pedantry, and when the new passion for art and for
beauty had in sonic degree sunk into the lust of
luxury, with its curiosities of artificial refinement.
Rabdais's cry of cheer, his gross laughter in the
onset, were growing faint. ** Do that which you
will11 no longer sounded like a complete code of
morals and breviary of wisdom, The Renais-
sance, with its possibilities of a lilwral sanity, was
caught in the toils of the urgent religious conten*
lion* A new dogmatism of new interpreters of
the Ililile was at odds with the old dogmatism of
the Church. Calvin, ruler of Geneva under
Christ, wan gen unet rising n Protestant theology.
On the other side the tends arrayed on behalf of
the counteMieformation were accomplishing
themselves in the drill of Loyola and his           of

spiritual warfare*   The Council of Trent was for-
mulating the inspirations of the Holy Ghost in
chapter and section.   Unhappy France must
have her wars of religion! illustrated by perfidies*
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